
SALINE AREA SENIOR COUNCIL, INC. 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 9, 2020 
 
The Saline Area Senior Council Board of Directors meeting was called to order by Lucy 
Crossey at 9:10 AM. 
 
Roll Call: President, Lucy Crossey; Vice President, Jim Low; Treasurer, Bill Nicholls; 
Secretary, Judy Slater; Director, Nancy Cowan 
  
Absent:  Mayor, Brian Marl; Community Education Director, Brian Puffer. 
Member-at-Large, Michele Hall is in Angela Hospice Home Care.  
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Approved and accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
The $22, 000 surplus in the financial reports is largely due to the almost $16,995 Helen 
McCalla Grant which was recorded as income in the grant line item. It will be spent in 
the coming year on the fitness room project. No other significant items were reported. 
Motion made and report approved.  
 
Director’s Report: 
The Chili Cook Off netted over $500 which included sponsorships. BBQ 52 took first 
place; Saline Police Department, second; and Saline Fire Department, third. 
We are planning a “Souper Bowl” next year.   
 
SASC Board elections will feature three vacancies: President, Secretary, and Member-
at-Large. Candidates may sign up from May 20-29; sheets will be posted on the bulletin 
board. Candidates will be featured in the July/August newsletter. Elections will occur at 
the Annual Picnic July 15 at Mill Pond Park. 
 
Due to the HVAC work at Liberty, Pickleball and Bounce Volleyball are unable to take 
place in the gym this spring. However, thanks to the assistance of Joe Freeman at 
Community Ed, we were able to secure gym time at the O3 Sports Training Complex, 
as it is during the downtime at their facility in the early hours.  
 
The “Dollar Jars” will be available during activities.  People will give if they want to; there 
is no requirement. 
 
Saline Area Schools hosted a community diversity conversation here at SASC recently. 
The conversations are ongoing, and Saline Board of Education is convening a task 
force to study the issue and make recommendations how to proceed. 
 
The Coronavirus is starting to show up in the state of Michigan. SASC does not have a 
pandemic plan but we are already taking measures to keep the center sanitized 



throughout the day. We will also be working with SAS to follow the guidelines schools 
put in place too.  
 
Nancy proposed applying to the AARP for a challenge grant award of $25,000 to 
$50,000 for building 12 pickleball courts, ideally on the courts at the Middle School 
across our parking lot, although Liberty Courts are the most likely location due to the 
uncertain future of the courts at the Middle School. These grants are awarded annually 
with the focus of implementing projects that benefit the community at large in short 
order, requiring the projects be complete between May and November. Joe Freeman of 
Community Education had approached SASC last year about the possibility of 
developing pickleball courts near Liberty School, for the use of gym teachers, the 
community, and SASC. However, shortly after approaching SASC, Joe stated that the 
project would likely move to 2020-2021, since more funds were needed. Then this grant 
opportunity arose through AARP. Nancy approached Joe about the possibility of this 
project in spring/summer 2020 if SASC could help secure a large portion of the funding. 
Joe stated that would be very possible as there are already about $20-$25,000 he could 
leverage towards the project. If the grant was awarded, it would be a great cooperative 
project between SASC, Community Ed, and SAS. Some details about program 
development, future revenue, and rentals would need to be settled in the process. 
However, the goal would be for it to benefit all involved, community members and the 
organizations. Pickleball is popular at SASC and the fastest growing sport in the 
country. It is one of SASC’s few programs with good cost recovery. Our current program 
has 25-30 individuals play each day, currently 3 times per week. The SASC Board 
voted unanimously to approve Nancy writing the grant as a first step.  
 
Community Education Report:  None  
 
Mayor’s Report:  None  
 
Suggestion Box:  
“May we have better lighting in the Craft Room? “ 
Nancy answered that what we have is standard throughout the facility. However, 
members can bring additional clip on lights or lamps to supplement their own lighting for 
small / close up projects. 
 
President Comments: 
Perhaps we could develop sponsorships at different levels of donation to solicit from 
members and community partners, as the Board has discussed before. Some of our 
members have community connections that could really benefit the organization. Lucy 
has been talking with another member about being on a committee for such a thing. 
Lucy and Nancy will work together to develop some first steps to bring back to the 
Board and distinguish some difference between doing this and the legacy wall. The 
Board moved and approved a motion to develop a larger type sponsorship process to 
support SASC’s endeavors.  
 
The Board is invited to visit the Chelsea Senior Center on Thursday at 8:30 AM.   



 
 
General Comments: None  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:20 AM. 
 
Submitted by Secretary, Judy Slater 
 


