
Saline Area Senior Council, Inc. 
General Membership Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

11:30 AM 
 

The Saline Area Senior Council General Membership meeting was called to order by President 
Lucy Crossey at 11:33 AM. 
 

Present:  President, Lucy Crossey;  Vice President, Jim Low; Secretary, Judy Slater; Treasurer, 
Bill Nicholls; SASC Director, Nancy Cowan; Mayor, Brian Marl; Community Education Director, 
Brian Puffer. 
 

Absent: Due to illness, Member-At-Large, Michele Hall 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was observed. 
 

Minutes of General Membership Meeting January 16, 2019: reviewed and accepted. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Bill Nichols  
Referring to the financial statement attached to the meeting agenda: Dues and program fees 
picked up in January. Expenses will come in the next few months. The budget is still on track as 
planned. Motion to accept was made and carried. 
 

Director’s Report: Nancy Cowan 

We are at last open on a Wednesday after several snow day closures. There have been 7 
closures so far this year due to weather. To find out about SASC closings, call the office and if 
we are closed, the machine will state that; or look at Facebook or the website. When SAS 
closes, SASC closes as well.  
 

Membership numbers are listed in the meeting agenda packet; statistics are available from 2016 
through 2018.   

2016  694 members 

2017  735 members 

2018  800 members 

We hope for a match to the 2018 membership; this is only February; there are sign-ups for 
membership even into October when folks sign up for classes, and membership increases when 
snowbirds return. 
 

The Membership Survey is being tallied; results will be announced next month. We will see 
responses to how we are doing and what is desired for the future. Preliminary results show 
interest in travel, but participation is low. The March/April Newsletter asks interested folks to join 
SASC staff in forming an ideas and planning Travel Committee; please contact Nancy if 
interested. In addition, preliminary results show that fitness is a high priority for respondents.  
 

The March/April Newsletter was mailed 2 weeks ago; bulk mail takes up to 30 days. Copies of 
the Newsletter are available in the SASC front office or on the web. 
 

There will be no General Membership Meeting in March. In its place is the Wednesday, March 
20, 11:30 AM Chili Cook-Off social event, costing $5, the usual cost of the monthly meeting. 
Oscars, the Saline Fire and Police Departments, and BBQ 52 are participating. 



 

Members are invited to the SASC Board Meeting monthly on the 2nd Monday (unless otherwise 
stated) at 9:30 AM. Members are always welcome and may offer comments and ask questions 
during a Member Comment item on the meeting agenda. 
 

SASC members love to hear from Mayor Marl. He is hosting a lunch at SASC on Friday, March 
15 at noon. He will update seniors on city news and answer questions. All seniors in the Saline 
community are welcome. Signup is required; limit of 30 people, then a wait list.  
 
There will be a gently used purse sale in the fall. Bring in your purses to donate to the sale. 
 

The 2019 SASC photo calendar is for sale in the office, $15. The cost to produce was $11. It 
features photographs of many SASC seniors participating in many 2018 activities. 
 

Trips coming up: refer to the Newsletter for details: 
  

 Tuesday, March 19:  Detroit Guardian Building / DIA 

 Wednesday, August 7:  Detroit Tigers ball game 
 

Program Report: Andrea Lewis 

Tasty Treat competition is Friday, February 22.  Four judges will sample and vote.  Members 
are invited to attend and sample the baked goods. 
 

Super Bowl Snack Off winners were Brenda Lorey, Helene and David Lubin and Carol Lewis; 
$25 gift cards to Smokehouse 52.  
 

March fun: 
March 8, Book Club Book Swap. Bring books to swap; pick up books to take home 

March 14, Therapaws - Marley the Shih Tzu and her human, Sheri Szuch; come and sit and 
snuggle. 
 

Lunch today is provided by Regency at Canton, an Asian meal in honor of the Chinese New 
Year. Karl of the Regency was introduced and thanked by the membership for hosting the meal. 
 

Board Comments: 
Secretary, Judy Slater announced two exploratory Writer’s Group Start-up meetings Monday, 
March 18 from 4 to 5:30 PM and Thursday, March 21 from 10 - 11:30 AM. Interested persons 
need only attend one of the two meetings. The introductory meetings intend to focus on when to 
meet, what type of writing group is envisioned, and how to conduct the group’s facilitation. 
      
City Update:  Mayor Brian Marl 
Mayor Marl is hosting the Friday, March 15 lunch at 12 noon; free; need to be a senior in the 
community. Bring friends and neighbors who might be visiting the Senior Center for the first 
time. Signup required. DiBella’s is preparing the food which will feature vegetarian and food-
intolerance alternatives. 
 

Andelina Farms subdivision development is the topic of a meeting in Lansing today, which the 
Mayor will attend. Saline’s interests are in the waste water discharge onto city property, and the 
Austin and Michigan Avenue transit impact. 
 



The mayor will be a judge at the Bake-off on Friday, March 22. He will vet and scrutinize the 
baked goods. 
 

Medical marijuana was approved at the state level in 2008; the voters had spoken. 
Municipalities may opt out of selling marijuana in the city.  At present, marijuana or devices are 
not allowed to be sold in Saline. The City Council will address this issue in the future. 
 

Saline Area Schools Update: Community Education Director, Brian Puffer. 
The Saline Spring Craft Show is Saturday, March 16 in the Middle School gym and cafeteria. 
There are many activities for kids. Proceeds go to Saline Area Social Services. VIP passes for 
early 7AM entry are at the front desk of SASC. 
 

Saline Area Schools’ Spring Break is March 25-29. 
 

Fall term for teachers begins August 21; students begin August 26. 
 

“Depending on snow day closure make-ups, we may not have summer vacation!”  His comment 
drew laughter. 
 

The Saline High School play, “Shrek” is March 1 - 3. Tickets are $10. A poster is on the SASC 
bulletin board. 
 

There were no public comments. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:58AM. 
 

Prayer by President Lucy Crossey. 
 

Lunch Sponsored by Regency at Canton. 
 

Birthday Recognition:  no Birthdays to celebrate  
 

Submitted by Secretary, Judy Slater 
 


